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An Improved stereoscope soon was devised by SIR DAVID
BREWSTER. The brilliant American poet and doctor, OLIVER
WENDELL HOLMES, perfected the well-known hand stereoscope,
pictured on page 237.
As photography developed, providing pictures, the stereoscope
became a popular parlor pastime. In the stereoscope's rack is
placed a card containing two photographs, side by side, taken
from points as far apart as the eyes (2^/2 to 3 inches). The stere-
oscope lens fuses the left-eye picture and right-eye picture, result-
ing in a striking effect of depth or distance. It proved the extreme
importance of two-eye vision in perceiving distance. That the
stereoscope does not give as perfect a fused image as the eyes
themselves suggests that other factors play a part in our ability
to see objects in three dimensions.
Summarizing psychological studies we see that perceiving has
several characteristic features. It is selective; we always react to
but one aspect of the total environment. It involves meaning in
terms of past experience and of present mental set. It consists, not
of several disconnected items, but of experiences which are inte-
grated wholes.